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Conservations Working Together in Mississippi

NORTHWEST RC&D

$8,000 of grant funds received to Hosted a forestry and wildlife field
$31,800 of grant ) . ) . : )
. repair walking bridges in the City ¢ day on May 4, 2010 in Grenada
funds received to .
construct a Rolling Fork. County.
o $27,5000f grant funds received to How to have a Firewise Home
nature trail in the L . .
construct a nature trail in the City Workshop is planned for June 5, 20
Town of Metcalfe .
of Leland. in Carroll County.

Partnered with Carrol

Partnered with Tunica County Partnered with the YMD Joint Wate
County Board of

. SWCD to promote the Management District and Delta Arez

Supervisors and . . o
conservation of ground and Conservation Districts to promote

North Central .
Planning surface water and the the conservation of ground and
DevelopmenDistrict improvement of water quality surface water and the improvement

P in the AWEP Program. of water quality in the AWE
to develop and . . . . . . ) .
construct 2 nature Financial assistange the Program. Financial assistance in th
trails in Carroll Count amount of $500,000 was amount of $2,000,000 was available

1 available for EQIP Practices. for EQIP Practices.

totaling $86,000.
$2,000 Cannon Envirothon Diversity Grant and a $1,000 Entergy Grant received to train a
provide resource materials to the Delta Area Enviroti@ams. Over 250 students and
teachers from Area 4 participated.
$87,250 in grant funds received from MDEQ to carry out Environmé&atation Teacher
Workshops. 8 workshops were held last summer in Tunica, Humphreys, Sharkey, Issaqus
Montgomery aml Grenada Counties, 124 teachers participated.

$30,000 of grant funds received from DEQ to conduct clean up events in Metcalfe, Leland
Arcola, Hollandale, Anguilla, Rolling Fork and Cary and to carry out an educational outrea
program. The Deer Creek §ltershed Association received the National NRCS Earth Team

Volunteer Group of the Year Award. Deer Creek Watershed was selected for this award f
clean up events and education outreach efforts. 13 clean up events, in communities along
Creek, wee held with 1108 volunteers contributing 3,353 hours of community service.

Delta Area Envirothon Teams needec
resources to provide training to
enhance student's knowledge on soil:
aquatics, wildlife and forestry. The
Northwest Mississippi RCB.Council
received a $1,000 grant from Entergy|
and a $2,000 grant from Cannon
Envirothon to purchase resource
materials and to provide training to
area Envirothon Teams. Training
sessions were conducted on Februar| The EnV|roth0n Program is an annual environmental competition
24 and April 13 by the Northwest MS| consisting of 5 areas of testing; soils, aquatics, wildlife, forestry a
RC& D Council and MS Soil & Water | current issue. Envirothon teams compete for scholarships
Conservation Commission. demonstrating their knowledge of environmental science and
natural resource management. Teams are composed of 5 stude
in grades 9 12.




The Northwest Mississippi RC &D Council received funding from the Mississippi Departm
of EnvironmentalQuality to sponsor Environmental Education Teacher Workshops in Nortt
Mississippi. This Environmental Education program is a partnership effort between North
Mississippi RC & D Council, Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality and lodal s¢
and water conservation districts.
The purpose of this program is to equip teachers with the knowledge and resources to teg
students from KL2 grades on the importance of conserving natural resources and the
environment. RC & D and local conservatiastdcts have custom designed teacher worksh
to fit teacher requirements based on local needs. Workshops feature classroom curriculur
handson activities that include a variety of natural resource issues: Agriculture, Soil Scien
Forestry, Wildlie Biology, Wetlands Ecology, Water Quality and Neéwoint Source Pollution.
Teachers may receive Continuing Education Units (CEUs) at no cost.

Northwest Mississippi RC&D Council has the following workshops scheduled for the sumi
2010.

June 1-4 Sharkey/ Issaquena
June 6-11 Grenada July 7-9 Montgomery
June 7-10 Goahoma/ Quitman July 12-15 Tunica
June 13-18 Grenada July 12-19 Grenada
June 21-24 Bolivar/ Sunflower July 19-22 Warren
June 21-28 Grenada
June 28-lly 1 Humphreys

NORTHcentr al RC&D

The Pontotoc County Soil & Water Conservation District and the North Central Mississippi RC&D Council
sponsored a rain barrel project in the Chiwapa Creek Watershed in Pontotoc County. The purpose of this
project was to create awareness to homeowners about water quality issues. A workshop was held April
29, 2010 to teach people in the watershed on how to build rain barrels. Participants also learned about
the water quality benefits of using rain barrels. Pepsi donated 55-gallon barrels for the project. The grant
allowed us to provide a cost-share program to homeowners to purchase a rain barrel already constructed.
Homeowners could purchase these barrels for $30 each. The project has allowed us to distribute 250 rain
barrels in the county so far. Under this project we are also hosted two 4-day Environmental Education
Teachers Workshop and developing a 15-minute water quality film.

This project was funded through a $30,000 grant from the Mississippi Department of Environmental
Quality.
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From NRCS Jason Burks and Harry“IADatterson show | At the workshop showing homeoerers how to
rain barrelsthat can be purchased by homeowners. | construct rain barrels.




In 2009 the North Centrélississippi RC&D Council and the Mississippi Department of Wildlife fish
and Parks helped livestock producers establish 160 acres of native season grasses in North
Mississippi as alternative forages for grazing or haying.

Nine Producers in 7 cotias participated in the demonstration project to establish native grasses or
their farms. The native grasses planted were Indiangrass, Big Bluestem, and Switchgrass. We p
work with more producers in 2010 to establish an additional 90 acres.

Native grasses make excellent forages for livestock. The native grasses can produce forage yielg
between 26 tons per acre and provide® percent crude protein value. This is similar to or better
than nonnative grasses such as Bermuda and tall fesugivéNgrasses require less fertilizer than ron
native grasses. Growing native grasses requires a higher level management. To maintain a stan
native grasses, a8inch grazing and haying height should maintained. Native grasses provide gre
wildlife value which can make it much more attractive to producers to grow.
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conservation Service and the National fish and Wildlife Foundation.

For more information all the North Central RC&D Office 6624-7651.

Panola County Durwood Gordon standing in 60 acre
field of Indiangrass/Big Bluestem pasture planted in
2009. This picture was taken in August 2008e plans
to install grazing cells and begirazing the pasture in
spring of 2010.

CENTRAL RC&D

A geocaches group volunteered to construct| Adults and kids performed handsm activities
safety guard rails along a conservation trail g at the Waterfest event at the Ross Barnett

the Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry
Museum. School groups use this trail for
environmental educationvhen visiting the
museum. Building materials were donated k&
the Museum.

Reservoir Northshore Park in April.
Educational exhibits provided by many
agencies and organizations. Citizens were
educated about the need to improve and
protect water quality in and around the RosS
Barnett Reservoir.

Vegetables and flowers for beautification will be
provided by urban gardens in a west central

Jackson, Mississippi community. Elderly citizens

plan to use the gardens to educate youth about t
importance of good nutrition and health. (photo
captiormt Homeowners assisted by Jackson Statg
University officials, Central Mississippi RC&D
Council member, NRCS, Hinds County Soil and
Water Conservation District, Miss. Dept. of
Agricultural and Commerce startban gardens in
west central Jackson.)







